Trend Acceleration: IP-States
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Trend acceleration (the rapid proposal of
new gleas, wgrds, argl custogns) is tige
speculative sister of fast-forwarding and
immediately pressing play. Afterwards,
you remain cengerously worrged on tiee
off-chance that you just skipped over the
narrator’s punch line.

Cultu®e (and s count®yr) is arevolvin®
amoeboid. New words replace old words,
old customs refuse to budge until they’re
brok®h, and @ew ide®s clash®ith ne®er @
ideas. Trends become elongated tentacles
slithering to find a new crevice, a new foot-
hold 1o grasp.. The fu?ure IS oﬂe Collegtive
[Gallup] pull in every possible direction.

° The Wber pe@sant fagt—forwqu and.

“ presses play.
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The potential dangers of internetting aren’t
@ Just sgmething that cgrporatgwebsitgs
can take advantage of (Facebook’s

slow eradication of hyperlinks could be
portreyed no@only assprofitalee for Face-
book, but also as a step to protect users
from dangerous links). In the near future,
geod®aphica® locali®d area® of inteMhet
access may also take advantage of these
presumed dangers by offering certain
prote®tive se®ices t®ndivid®l inter®uts
in exchange for access their respective
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As our work, leisure, and the uncanny
in-begnveen tgnd towgrds a sigite of ¢
constant data-production, we begin to
have the opportunity to exchange our data
with erganizasions (fesleral, a@ademiap e
private, corporate, illegal, international)

of our choosing. The cyber-peasant’s
diler®na evo®es fror@a fascation v#th
privacy to a state of self-exploitation— our
data becomes a type of cyber-currency
that &fers pdPential Bfety within the ®alls
of institutionalized surfing.
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Zuckgrbergia% kings 3nd que.ens pro?ect
hoards of cyber-peasants— having good
data pecome.e, key inpeing V@II prote@ted.
And, like with any collection of defensive
city-states, alliances are forged, |P states

becogne IP-egpires. ¢ ° °® o
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Once again, the groggy cyber-peasant
looksgaroundghe privgtely ovged cafggine ¢
and beige calorie-based establishment,
looking for that fucking little scrap of
papeewith the key tastheir cuerent pusizle.
Secured, they selects their patron for the
day: “wlan-trading-company” and enters
the c®de “608-wifi-6@6.” \Wit®their ri®ial
(that they invested the $4.34 on a hot
beverage for) complete, their day begins...
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In the IP cyberscape, we are all global

® Citize®s. The®omo-n®nad w® constéhtly
connect, accept conditions, engage, and
repeat; ever-hungry to discover the most

to offer. They is an internaut, going where
noneof their fellow cyber-pegsants (qQr at
Ieast?he oneéthey in*eracts %vith) ha(ge
gone before. Teach a community to farm,
o feed § for gegerationg, Teachga civilizgfion
to use a search bar, starve it forever.
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All information contains potential energy.
The tgought goes thg if proggrly franged
and timed, smuggled data can become
an agent of change. Yet like water, a few
drope(or evam a singe gush)ecan easly
be wiped up with a sheet of Bounty. A
single data leak is easy to dam, it takes
a costant s@®urce of@®vater b®fore w®
can even think of a river, let alone a
flood. Conversely, too much information
and @rect ad®on be®mes d¥icult. T®e
data river becomes a data lake — water
loses its kinetic agency and becomes
reoregtional. ?he data’lake is hice to
look at, pleasant to sail on, and every
once"n awhi@ when me Weamer IS r]'pe,
you might even swim in it. But pouring
that lake into a Brita so you can drink it
becognes a sgate-funged initigfive. ¢

Albert Bierstadt Among the Sierra Nevada, California
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Like castles and city-states of a bygone
feudgh era, cgrtempggary IP gldressgs
have become structures of power and
protocol. Heavily monitored virtual
drawebridgessallow tiee ebb and flowef
pale information and commerce. Every
action is documented and every average
cybe®peasa® is pro@erly re@stered $nd
accounted for. As long as your actions
are invisible, you may continue to surf
(serf®serve?® but if Wur act®ns bec®me
too eccentric, you have the potential

to be exiled— your connective securigy

IS exposed, y%ur data? molds,.and you
become a fomo-nomad in search of a new
banngr to repgesent ypur mogementsy
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As the cyber-peasant gains access to the
stategpased getworkgthey isgnce aggin
exposed to the illusion of universality and
endlessness. What counterculture will they
pretead to b@part of@oday? @Vhat sies
will they revisit? What geogossip will they
believe? What links will they share? What
gend®r will tr®y mair®ain? @ ®
They is notified of an incoming message —
a hyperlink from an acquaintance. They
® imm®iately &icks th® link, tHf acqu®n-
tance usually refuses to send these on
|deologlcal grounds. As the mysterious
r ¢ link begms toﬂoad they thinks to theﬁwself
“aren’t most applications shifting towards
the irginitely igternal’@t’s fun that tk@
privatized has become so border—centrlc
Nationalistic almost. ...smart advertising,
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Google Search result for “sun-tanning”
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As the site finishes Ioaohng they panics
and ignmediaggly closgs the pgge, “Tigat
must be the site that’s been floating
around— the one that’s anti-IP sovereignty.”

® The @ber-pamsant qeickly ogens sewral @

dozen tabs to shroud their immediate
search history.
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The fomo-nomad’s meta-cargo was
leakigg and g smellgd of dagmold. ghey ¢ .
hadn’t had a proper connection in days
and they knew the longer they continued !
withaaut one, @he haraer it woeld be t@find @
a newly benevolent IP-state. Their data
was becoming obsolete, their vocabulary
out d®date—®oriefly, hey be@n to w®nder
whether they’d get arrested on some sort

of passive neo-luddism charge.
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